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Chapter 2 - County Profile 

Description 

Mackinac County is located in the southeastern portion of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
and serves as “the gateway to the UP” with the Mackinac Bridge connecting the two peninsulas 
between Mackinaw City and St. Ignace.  Mackinac County is bordered by Chippewa and Luce 
County to the north, Schoolcraft County to the west and by Lakes Michigan and Huron to the 
south.   

Mackinac County 

2010 Population:  11,113 

Population Centers: 

 City of St. Ignace (2,452)

County Seat:  City of St. Ignace 

MDOT Facilities Municipalities 

Principle Routes: 

 US-2

 M-134

 M-129

 M-123

 M-117

Bois Blanc Township 

Brevort Township 

Clark Township 

Garfield Township 

Hendricks Township 

Hudson Township 

Mackinac Island, City 
of 

Marquette Township 

Moran Township 

Newton Township 

Portage Township 

St. Ignace, City of 

St. Ignace Township 

County Served  by:  Newberry Transportation Service Center 

Main Industries:  

Education/Health/Social Services;  
Arts/Entertainment/Recreation/ Accommodations/Food 
Services; Construction; Retail 

Largest Employers: Mackinac Straits Hospital; State of Michigan (MDOT, MDNR, MDHS, MDEQ, 
MSP); Mackinac Carriage Tours; Shepler’s Mackinac Ferry; Arnold Transit Co.; 
Chippewa Hotel; Mackinac Bridge Authority; Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians; 
Grand Hotel; St. Ignace Area Schools; Mackinac Co. Government; Les 
Cheneaux Area Schools 

The county seat is in the City of St. Ignace.  The government is made up of 11 townships 
and two cities.  Portage and Newton Townships make up the western border, Garfield, Hudson, 
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Hendricks, Moran, Brevort, St. Ignace, Marquette, and Clark continue eastward.  Bois Blanc 
Island Township is slightly southeast of the Cities of St. Ignace and Mackinac Island.  See Map 1 
– Local Units of Government.

From the City of St. Ignace the City of Marquette lies 162 miles northwest, Sault Ste. 
Marie 52 miles to the north and Escanaba 143 miles west.   The distance to travel to larger cities 
below the Mackinac Bridge such as Traverse City is approximately 109 miles south, or Detroit 
just under 300 miles south.  See Map 2 – Distance to Major Cities in Michigan. 

Geography 

According to the 2010 census, the county has a total area of 2,100.64 square miles, of 
which 1,021.57 square miles (or 48.63%) is land and 1,079.07 square miles (or 51.37%) is water.  
The County is spacious, thinly-populated and for the most part, unsettled land.  It is 85 miles in 
length from the west to the east.  There are 36 islands in the county.  Bois Blanc is the largest at 
25,000 acres.  The County has approximately 300 miles of Great Lakes shoreline. 

The physical landscape of Mackinac County was shaped and transformed by natural 
forces.  As glacial ice sheets advanced and retreated 10 to 12 thousand years ago, the 
appearance of the region was altered by the scouring and deposition of glacial drift material.  In 
addition, wind and water erosion, surface drainage and vegetation have changed the 
topography of the county.  The western side of the county along Lake Michigan and US-2 shows 
heavy concentrations of sand deposits blown in from the erosive actions of wind and water.  
These sand dune areas are ecologically sensitive and protected from extensive development.   

The County is fairly level with the lowest elevations along the shorelines of Lake Huron 
and Lake Michigan at approximately 577 feet above sea level.  Higher elevations exceeding 950 
feet are found in Marquette Township.  See Map 3 – Topography. 

Geology 

The surface features of the county include several lakebed plains; gently rolling plateaus 
intersected and pitted by broad swamp valleys and lakes; isolated low rounded ridges or hills 
rising conspicuously above adjacent plains; and lakeshore features consisting of beach ridges, 
low sand dunes, marshes, and bluffs and escarpments (Larsen, 1987; Smith, 1936). 

Mackinac County has limestone bedrock, limestone breccia and soft shale bedrock.  The 
Rexton area, the Engadine to Gould city area, the Cedarville area and the East Lake to Hill Lake 
area have thin glacial till over limestone bedrock or have exposures of the bedrock.  There are 
several limestone quarries in the county.  They range in size from 20 acres to more than 500 
acres.  The St. Ignace peninsula and Mackinac Island have the limestone breccia outcropping or 
a thin mantle of glacial till over the bedrock.  The St. Ignace breccia is broken and re-cemented 
salt beds that were dissolved during the Silurian Age Group (Vanlier and Deutsch, 1958).  The  
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Moran, St. Ignace and Point Aux Chenes areas have red to green, soft shale bedrock.  The glacial 
till in these areas is shallow to moderately deep over bedrock. 

Climate 

The annual average temperature ranges from 41 degrees to 43 degrees F.  The average 
winter temperature is 17.3 degrees F and the average daily minimum temperature is 9.4 
degrees.  The lowest temperature on record, which occurred on January 26, 1927, is -30 
degrees.  In summer, the average temperature is 62.2 degrees and the average daily maximum 
temperature is 73.7 degrees.  The highest recorded temperature occurred on July 13, 1936, at 
103 degrees. 

Growing degree days are equivalent to “heat units.”  During the month, growing degree 
days accumulate by the amount that the average temperature each day exceeds a base 
temperature (50 degrees F).  The normal monthly accumulation is used to schedule single or 
successive plantings of a crop between the last freeze in spring and the first freeze in fall.   

The total annual precipitation is 32.36 inches.  Of this, 18.18 inches, or about 56 
percent, usually falls in April through September.  The growing season for most crops falls 
within this period.  The heaviest 1-day rainfall on record was 4.10 inches on September 1, 1937. 
Thunderstorms occur on about 29 days each year, and most occur in June.  See Map 4 – 2012 
Average Precipitation. 

The average seasonal snowfall is about 112.6 inches.  The greatest snow depth at any 
one time during the period of record was 43 inches.  On the average, 125 days of the year have 
at least 1 inch of snow on the ground.  The number of such days varies greatly from year to 
year. 

The average relative humidity in mid-afternoon is about 67 percent.  Humidity is higher 
at night and the average at dawn is about 85 percent.  The sun shines 59 percent of the time 
possible in summer and 37 percent in winter.  The prevailing wind is from the northwest.  
Average wind speed is highest, 10.4 miles per hour, in April. 

Land Use Patterns 

About 81 percent of the county, or about 550,000 acres, is forested according to 
Michigan Resource Information System data compiled from 1978 aerial photography.  The next 
largest land use in Mackinac County is wetlands which comprise about 5.25 percent or about 
357,000 acres.  Water and open areas each comprise about 4 percent of the land area with 
agricultural land at about 3.6 percent.  Urban or built up areas is at about 2 percent of land 
area, with barren land at less than .25 percent.  See Map 5 – Forest Types. 

The county has about 151,000 acres of National forest land and about 200,000 acres of 
State forest land.  Recreation is of course, one type of land use that must be considered in 
Mackinac County.  It is well suited for outdoor recreation and tourism development throughout 
the year.  See Map 6 – Land Ownership. 
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Soils 

Mackinac County is made up of about 63 different kinds of soil that vary widely in 
texture, natural drainage, slope, and other characteristics.  For the general purposes of this 
report the soil surface texture are categorized as follows:  Complex (mixture of more than one 
type), Sandy, Gravel, Loam, Muck, Peats, Quarry, Entisols, Ponded and Water.    

Surface Waters and Watershed Basins 

The county has more than 24,000 acres of lakes and ponds.  These bodies of water 
range in size from 5 to 7,000 acres.  Manistique Lake is the largest in the county, at 7,000 acres.  
Other lakes in the county are Brevort Lake, 4230 acres; Millecoquins Lake, 1,000 acres; South 
Manistique Lake, 4,000 acres; Milakokia Lake, 1,956 acres; and East Lake, 995 acres. 

The major rivers are the Black, Brevort, Carp, Hendrie, Milakokia, Millecoquins, 
Munuscong, and Pine Rivers.  The Carp and Pine Rivers flow into Lake Huron on the eastern side 
of the county.  The Hendrie River in the north-central part of the county flows north into the 
Tahquamenon River.  The other rivers flow into Lake Michigan on the western side of the 
county.  Most of the riverbeds are silts or sands and have a few rocky rapids.  The Pine and Carp 
Rivers have clay or silt bottoms (Davis and Frey, 1984).   

A watershed (drainage basin) of a river comprises all the land that contributes to a 
river’s flow.  Large river basins are an aggregate of many smaller watersheds.  A basin collects 
precipitation, which it stores and later transports to lakes, streams, or underground.  During the 
storage and transportation process the water is purified by sunlight, aeration, or filtration.  This 
water is available when needed by the basin’s inhabitants, such as man, animals, and plants.  
Therefore, a drainage basin functions as a municipal water system in collecting water.   

The topography, or surface features of the land, governs the direction and speed of 
surface water flow, and consequently, the size and shape of watersheds.  Usually, a 
watershed’s outer edges form a “ridge” that prevents the flow of surface water from one 
watershed to another.  However because this area is virtually flat, there is some flow of water 
between watersheds.  The major river basins draining Mackinac County are the Carp River 
Basin, Waishkey River Basin, Pine River Basin.  These basins are located in Chippewa and central 
part of Mackinac Counties.  Water quality in these basins is generally excellent with no known 
sources of waste. 

There are many short, minor river basins located along the coastline of the Upper 
Peninsula, which cover small areas and discharge to Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron 
or the St. Mary’s River.  Practically the whole southern portion of Mackinac County is included 
in these many small basins.  There are no known sources of pollution.  Water quality in these 
basins depends on natural factors because most of the areas are wilderness or very sparsely 
populated with-out any population centers or industries.  Agricultural runoff (phosphates and 
nitrogen, principally, from farm fertilizers) in these areas would be minor.  Seep Map 7 – 
Watershed Basins. 
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Population and Demographics 

The County had seen moderate increases in populations during the 1980’s, 1990’s and 
2000’s, but showed a decline in the last decade.  In the State of Michigan during the same time 
frame the population increased by almost 7 percent, where Mackinac County’s population 
decreased by about 7 percent. 

MACKINAC COUNTY POPULATION 1980 - 2010 

Mackinac County 
 % 
Dif/  % Dif/ % Dif/ 

MI % 
Growth 

1980 1990 1980* 2000 1990* 2010 2000 1980-2010 
10,178 10,674 4.9% 11,943 11.9% 11,113 -6.9% 6.71% 

*Figure shows percent difference from year indicated.  Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 2 – Mackinac County Population 1980-2010 

Overall the population has increased by about 4 percent since the 1990 Census; this 
followed an increase in population from 1970 to 1980 of 5.4 percent.  Population estimates 
provided by EUPRP&DC through the EMSI Analyst program project a population decline of 
11,037 in 2011; 10,748 for 2015, and 10,597 for 2020.  It is important to note that the Census 
Bureau does not count persons who winter elsewhere and reside in the county during the 
warmer months.  A high percentage (48.3 percent of the total housing units) of vacation or 
seasonal homes would indicate that the summer population is much higher.   

The 2010 county population was 50.5 percent male and 49.5 percent female, and the 
median age was 49.0 years, as compared to the 38.9 years for the State of Michigan.  More 
than 22 percent of the population was 65 years of age or older in 2010.   

The age of the residents in Mackinac County continues to rise.  As evidenced by the 
table below, over 61% of the total population falls between the ages of 35 years and older.  This 
represents an increase of 207% since the 1990 Census.  The County continues to lose its 
younger population, as the age group of 20-34 year olds decreased by 28.8% in 2000.  The 
median age in the County is 42.8, compared to 35.8 for the State of Michigan. 

MACKINAC COUNTY 2010 POPULATION BY AGE 
2010 # % % DIFF. 2000-2010 

Under 5 472 4.2 -15.2 
5 to 9 yrs. 545 4.9 -26.4 
10 to 14 yrs. 603 5.4 -30.1 
15 to 19 yrs. 650 5.8 -12.5 
20 to 24 yrs. 433 3.9 -7.1 
25 to 34 yrs. 938 8.4 -23.2 
35 to 44 yrs. 1,210 10.9 -31.9 
45 to 54 yrs. 1,834 16.5 0.6 
55 to 59 yrs. 1,054 9.5 32.9 
60 to 64 yrs. 887 8 14.2 
65 to 74 yrs. 1,422 12.8 13.9 
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2010 # % % DIFF. 2000-2010 
75 to 84 yrs. 773 7.0 10.3 
85 + 292 2.6 28.1 
Total 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2010 

MACKINAC COUNTY MEDIAN AGE 1990-2010 
1990 2000 2010 MI:  2010 
37.1 42.8 49 35.8 

Table 3 – Mackinac County Population by Age 

The 2010 Census counted 5,024 households in the County.  On average, there were 2.17 
persons in each household, owner-occupied unit houses registering 2.22 persons and renter-
occupied units housing 2.09 persons.  The average household size decreased by 5.6% from 
2000, however, the number of households in the County only decreased by 0.8% during the 
same period.  See Map 8 – Population Density. 

Renter-occupied housing accounts for nearly 22 percent of the housing in the County 
(significantly higher than the State’s level of 15 percent) and 78 percent of units were owner-
occupied.  It could be presumed that, due to the lower cost of living in this region, more people 
are able to afford their own homes, median mortgage costs (in dollars) for Mackinac County, 
were $1,048 in 2010, compared to $1,355 for the State, during this same period.  Median rent 
costs were $572 in the County, compared with $755 for the State.  In 2010, the County had 
5,936 vacant housing units, which translated into 54.4% of the total housing stock.  Of these 
vacancies, 5,318 (or 89%) were seasonal, recreational or occasional use facilities.  This 
information is important for estimating the number of persons at risk in any areas identified as 
hazard-prone. 

The 2010 Census counted 11,113 residents in Mackinac County. Eleven thousand 
eighteen lived in households, and 95 lived in group quarters.  Of this group quarters population, 
71 (75%) were institutionalized.  Of the 5,024 households, 64.1% were families, 51.3% married 
couples, and 35.9% non-family households.  There were 718 households with individuals 65 and 
over, accounting for roughly 14% of the total. 

The majority of the County’s 11,010 housing units were 1-unit, detached structures 
(82.2%), and a much smaller number of denser living arrangements (2 units or above attached),  
made up roughly 7 percent of the total.  There were a significantly higher number of units listed 
under the mobile home heading, with 7.9%.  The age of the housing structures in the County is 
another statistic that should be considered when factoring in hazard risks.  A little less than half 
of the structures within the County were constructed prior to 1960, with 4,581 falling into this 
category (41.77%).  Extreme weather circumstances, or other naturally occurring hazards, could 
have a significant impact upon these aging structures. 

The median value of owner-occupied housing units, according the 2010 Census, was 
$121,500, a little less than the State’s median value of $128,600 (-5.5%).  The distribution of 
values compared to the State’s values can be found in the table below: 
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Housing Characteristics – 2010 Mackinac County DIFF% Michigan 

Number % Number % 

Specified owner-occupied units 3,807 100.0% 2,780,213 100.0% 

VALUE 

Less than $50,000 452 11.9 -1.9% 364,020 13.1% 

$50,000 to $99,999 1,002 26.3 2.8% 652,098 23.5% 

$100,000 to $149,999 782 20.5 -0.9% 595,444 21.4% 

$150,000 to $199,000 674 17.7 0.3% 484,270 17.4% 

$200,000 to $299,999 522 13.7 -0.9% 406,505 14.6% 

$300,000 to $499,999 255 6.7 -0.4% 196,898 7.1% 

$500,000 to $999,999 91 2.4 0.2% 62,439 2.2% 

$1,000,000 or more 29 0.8 0.1% 18,539 0.7% 

Median (dollars) $121,500 $128,600 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2010, DP-4. 

Table 4 – Mackinac County Housing Characteristics 

The most valuable of these properties were located in Clark Township, Mackinac Island 
City, Moran Township, and St. Ignace Township.  Within the County, there were 54 lacking 
complete plumbing facilities (1.1%), 65 that lacked complete kitchen facilities (1.3%) and 143 
without telephone service (2.9%).  All of the aforementioned percentages are comparable to 
the State’s levels, excluding lack of telephone service, which was 2.7% for the entire State.  This 
is due to the vast geography and natural features found in this area, with some areas being 
incapable of hosting the necessary infrastructure needed to have telephone service.  These 
areas are prone to isolation in emergency situations and will require special efforts to ensure 
their needs are met.  This is increasingly important given the frequency and severity of winter 
weather situations throughout the region. 

In the entire State of Michigan, 78.2% of all occupied housing units use utility gas as the 
primary heating source.  In Mackinac County this percentage was only 29.6%.  The primary type 
of heating fuel used within the county was Bottled, Tank or LP Gas (27%), other primary type of 
heating fuels used were:  Electricity 20.4%, Fuel Oil/Kerosene 6.3%, Wood 15.2%, and other 
1.5%.  It could be said the because the county has less reliance on utility fuel, aside from those 
reliant upon electricity for heating, it is less prone to infrastructure failures than urban areas.  
The nature of these heating sources requires education and awareness of both maintenance 
and handling, in order to reduce the risks of structural or other fires.  However, rising costs and 
demands for propane gas during times of extreme cold temperatures can lead to fuel shortages 
or the inability to afford it, especially in Mackinac County where unemployment during the 
winter months is very high. 

Seasonal Population Analysis 

In 2010, there were 5,318 housing units (48.3% of the county’s total) listed as “seasonal, 
recreational or occasional use”, which shows a substantial seasonal flow of people into and out 
of the county, depending on the time of year (season).  Throughout the County, the percentage 
of seasonal homes continued to be high, with the lowest percentages found in the City of St. 
Ignace (8.6%), St. Ignace Township (32.6%), and Moran Township (39.6%.  The highest 
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percentages were found in Bois Blanc Township (90.0%), Hudson Township (61.7%), Portage 
Township (54.7%), City of Mackinac Island (70.6%), and Hendricks Township (60%); four other 
townships had seasonal housing percentages above 40%.  The influx of population is believed to 
be highest during the summer months, and can be directly correlated with the holidays 
(Memorial Day, Independence Day and Labor Day).  However, in many areas throughout the 
County, to the east of Interstate 75, including Clark Township and all Townships to the west of 
Interstate 75, seasonal increases are also being found during the winter months, as 
snowmobiling has increased exponentially in popularity in recent years.  Another seasonal 
increase can be found during the late fall when hunting season formally begins statewide. 

Housing Units for Seasonal, Recreation or Occasional 
Use Number % 

Bois Blanc Twp. 488 90.0 

Brevort Twp. 301 50.3 

Clark Twp. 1,201 53.3 

Garfield Twp. 530 46.1 

Hendricks Twp. 121 60.2 

Hudson Twp. 171 61.7 

Mackinac Island City 708 70.7 

Marquette Twp. 234 45.6 

Moran Twp. 321 39.6 

Newton Twp. 255 51.2 

Portage Twp. 665 54.7 

St. Ignace City 111 8.5 

St. Ignace Twp. 212 32.6 

TOTAL 5,315 48.3 

Close consideration should also be given to camps and campground facilities throughout 
the county, which also temporarily house large numbers of people throughout the peak times 
in the tourism season.  These individuals are not accounted for in the Census figures because 
they do not reside in housing unit structures.  Rather, persons and families would be staying in 
the County in tents or campers or other makeshift or portable shelters.  The nature of many of 
these recreational shelters makes them more vulnerable to certain weather and hazard events. 

2012 Equalization Report 

Township/City Agriculture 
Class 101 

Commercial 
Class 201 

Industrial 
Class 301 

Residential 
Class 401 

Real Property 
Totals 

Bois Blanc 0 503,050 0 37,839,050 291,900 

Brevort 197,700 789,700 21,000 32,724,700 2,801,674 

Clark 654,780 16,072,220 4,734,060 210,515,496 12,894,030 

Garfield 8,724,439 3,321,585 505,331 72,597,276 18,126,484 

Hendricks 0 768,584 67,625 8,108,223 2,522,934 

Hudson 0 313,141 147,125 10,909,049 5,244,693 
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Township/City Agriculture 
Class 101 

Commercial 
Class 201 

Industrial 
Class 301 

Residential 
Class 401 

Real Property 
Totals 

Mackinac 
Island 

0 117,672,100 0 127,066,700 10,507,058 

Marquette 3,204,150 748,850 0 33,269,945 583,149 

Moran 209,900 13,338,600 5,493,900 76,985,368 21,328,000 

Newton 1,128,000 1,257,400 3,508,600 37,816,900 16,189,202 

Portage 59.,200 5,933,000 0 89,017,750 1,134,150 

St. Ignace City 0 33,914,117 446,600 51,438,900 6,055,058 

St. Ignace 
Twp. 

31,745 2,694,312 49,088 29,472,603 2,998,154 

Grand Total 14,719,914 197,326,659 14,973,329 817,761,960 100,676,989 
Table 5 – Mackinac County 2012 Equalization Report 

Transportation Network 

Highways 

Every community, with the exception of a few island settlements, is linked together by a 
good system of paved highways, ranging from lightly-traveled county roads to a heavily-
traveled, four-lane, limited access federal interstate highway.  

In Mackinac County there is one interstate highway, one federal highway, and five state 
highways.  Interstate-75 runs north/south from the Mackinac Bridge to Sault Ste. Marie.  US-2 
travels west from the City of St. Ignace while Hwy M-134 travels east.  Other major highways 
include M-123 traveling northwest to tie into Hwy M-28 and Hwy M-117 traveling north/south 
which also connects Hwy M-28 to US-2.  State Highway M-185 is located on Mackinac Island 
and runs the perimeter around the shoreline.  

Primary and secondary county roads provide for transportation links between 
communities and major highways.  County Road H-40, also known as Hiawatha Trail, provides 
for an east-west transportation link between the communities of Engadine, Garnet and Rexton 
and further east into Chippewa County.  County Road H-33 travels north-south between US-2 
and M-28 with County Road H-42 traveling east-west from Curtis to tie into Hwy M-77 in 
Schoolcraft County. 

This highway network provides an excellent means of transportation from any area to 
another throughout the Eastern Upper Peninsula.  The ease of access from one area to another 
is further enhanced by the favorable topographic conditions and ease of traffic flow.  See Map 9 
– Transportation Network.
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Air Service 

Mackinac County has a public use airport located in the City of St. Ignace.  It has a 3,800’ 
x 75’ cement runway with a fixed base provider Great Lakes Air.  This airport provides charters 
to anywhere and is used by many companies traveling through the area.  

Mackinac Island has an airport with a 3,500’ paved runway.  It provides service to 
commuter planes (8-10 seaters), turbo prop planes, and can handle small jets.   

Bois Blanc Island has a 3,500’ paved runway with lights.  Great Lakes Air from St. Ignace, 
Michigan and Hoffman Flying Service, from Cheboygan, Michigan are service providers. 

Clark Township operates the A.J. Lindberg airport in the community of Hessel located 
just west of Cedarville which has a 3,700’ x 60’ asphalt runway.  

The Hiawatha Club in Garfield Township and Read Airport in Curtis are privately owned. 

Seaways 

There are two deep water ports suitable for shipping industrial and extractive products.  
One of these ports is located on Lake Huron in the southeast portion of Clark Township and the 
other is on the Lake Michigan side at the southwest corner of Moran Township. 

The County has five public marinas.  The recently expanded St. Ignace Marina is the 
largest with 120 slips.  Mackinac Island has 76 slips, and Hessel/Clark Township Marina has 30 
slips.  Naubinway/Garfield Township Marina and Bois Blanc Island Marina have limited docking 
facilities for transient boating.   

Passenger ferry service is provided to Mackinac Island through two private companies 
with docks in the City of St. Ignace in Mackinac County and Mackinaw City in Cheboygan 
County.   Car/Passenger ferry service is provided to Bois Blanc Island through a private service 
provider located in Cheboygan, Michigan.  During winter months, the ferry service is shut down 
and residents/visitors rely on air service or travel by snowmobile across the ice when possible. 

Railway 

Canadian National Railroad travels east-west through Mackinac County daily, 
transporting many types of freight including hazardous materials. 

Bus Service 

The only bus service that is currently available in Mackinac County is a Specialized 
Service through Chippewa, Luce, Mackinac Community Action Agency based in the City of St. 
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Ignace.  It provides service to senior citizens throughout the City of St. Ignace as well as Moran, 
Brevort and St. Ignace Townships.   

Indian Trails provides regional bus transportation to and from the St. Ignace 
Transportation Center, along with two other stops in the county in Gould City.   Indian Trails 
provides connections to Petoskey, Traverse City, Lansing, Saginaw and Detroit to the south, as 
well as to Sault Ste. Marie, Newberry, Marquette and Escanaba to the north. Indian Trails also 
provides connections to out of state locations such as Green Bay, Milwaukee and Chicago. 
IndianTrails service connects with Greyhound service at some locations, making it possible to 
connect to locations throughout the United States. Indian Trails is a private operator of transit 
services, but the company’s Upper Peninsula Michigan routes are subsidized by MDOT.  

Horse Drawn/Bicycle 

Two modes of transportation that are predominant on Mackinac Island that should be 
mentioned are bicycle and equestrian, or horse-drawn buggies, taxis, carriages, and drays.   
These modes of transportation continue to be a significant part of the transportation history on 
the Island.  The Mackinac Island Carriage Tours has been providing continuous livery service on 
the Island since 1872.  During the summer, Mackinac Island is home to approximately 600 
horses, two-thirds of which are associated with the Mackinac Island Carriage Tours, the 
remaining third are associated with other commercial and service companies, or with private 
owners.  Horse drawn vehicles provide sightseeing tours, taxi service, deliveries and shuttle 
services along with recreational use.   

Utilities 

Electric 
Cloverland Electric Cooperative provides electricity for most of the county.  Bois Blanc 

township relies on Presque Isle Electric & Gas Cooperative for electric services.   

Natural Gas & Oil 
DTE Energy Co. and SEMCO provide natural gas where available, while AmeriGas, Autore 

Oil Company, Bowman Oil Company, Ferrell Gas Company, Shute Oil Company and thermoGas 
provide propane fuel. 

Trans-Canada Pipeline maintains a pipeline providing natural gas distribution within and 
through the County and in Canada.  

Enbridge Energy owns and maintains a pipeline transporting light petroleum products.   
Pipeline Line 5 starts in Canada, runs from Superior, Wisconsin, across the bottom of the Straits 
of Mackinac, through northeast Michigan and then crosses back into Canada. Recently, 
environmental groups have said the pipeline poses a risk to the area, and an increase in the 
amount of oil transported only compounds that. Enbridge however has said the pipeline has 
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been operating safely and is continuing to be monitored. The pipeline has been there since 
1953. 

Communications 
Charter Communications and U.P. Communications provide cable television services in 

more densely populated areas.  Internet Service providers are Charter Communications (cable), 
HughesNet (satellite), MOTHERS Computers, EasternUP.net, AT&T, and Lighthouse Computers.  
SBC/Ameritech and CenturyTel provide local phone service in the county.  Drummond Island 
Telephone also serves parts of the western end of the county for telephone service.  AT&T, 
Sprint, T-Mobile, and Verizon, as well as numerous pay-as-you-go programs provide wireless 
phone service. 

Emergency Management 

County 
Mackinac County Office of Emergency Management is the coordinating agency 

responsible for County-wide emergency management and disaster preparedness. The 
department ensures the efficient utilization of county resources during periods of emergency 
and disaster, and discharges County responsibilities under the Michigan Emergency 
Management Act (P.A. 390, 1990).  Dispatch services are routed through Chippewa County 911 
Dispatch office.   

Luce/Mackinac/Alger/Schoolcraft (LMAS) County Health Department leads the public 
health response to emergencies that could pose a major threat to health and safety to 
residents, workers and visitors in the county. 

The Mackinac Straits Health System is located in St. Ignace and provides 24/7 
emergency care and health care to the City and surrounding area. 

Police 
The Michigan State Police maintain a presence in St. Ignace and service the entire 

County. 

Mackinac County maintains a sheriff’s department that includes road patrol, marine and 
corrections divisions, as well as, maintaining a county jail.  Bois Blanc Island has a deputy 
sheriff. 

The City of St. Ignace and Mackinac Island maintain a police department servicing their 
respective jurisdictions.   

The Sault Tribe also maintain police services for their respective reservation lands. 
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Michigan conservation officers (COs) are fully commissioned state peace officers who 
provide natural resources protection and ensure recreational safety, as well as provide general 
law enforcement duties in the communities they serve. COs are stationed in nearly every 
county of the state, doing regular patrols and responding to law enforcement needs. COs are 
also first responders to a variety of natural disasters and emergencies. They are a unique class 
of law enforcement officer, whose duties include enforcing regulations for outdoor recreational 
activities such as off-road vehicle use, snowmobiling, boating, hunting and fishing. 

Fire 

 Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 

The Sault Ste. Marie Management Unit manages 322,500 acres, out of 
two offices, Sault Ste. Marie and Naubinway. These two portions of the Unit, 
or "Areas" are separated geographically by the Hiawatha National Forest. 

US Hiawatha National Forest Service also provides firefighting capabilities and 
equipment with a field office located in Moran Township. 

Local Fire Departments 
For the most part, fire protection is provided by volunteer services.  Bois Blanc 

Township, Brevort Township, Clark Township, Garfield Township, Hendricks Township, Hudson 
Township, Mackinac Island, Newton Township and Portage Township all have volunteer fire 
departments.  The City of St. Ignace Fire Department provides fire protection to the city, Moran 
Township and St. Ignace Township.   

Ambulance Services 
Ambulance service is also mostly provided by volunteers (Clark, Garfield, Hendricks, and 

Portage Township and Mackinac Island).  Marquette Township relies on Clark Township and 
Pickford Township out of Chippewa County.  Portage Township also serves Newton Township 
on the west side of the county.  Allied EMS Systems, Inc. covers Brevort, Hendricks, Hudson, 
Moran and St. Ignace Township, as well as the cities of Mackinac Island and St. Ignace. 

Other Agencies 

The US Customs and Border Protection Department located in Sault Ste. 
Marie is one of the Department of Homeland Security’s largest and most 
complex components with a priority mission of keeping terrorists and their 
weapons out of the U.S.  It also has a responsibility for securing the border and 
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facilitating lawful international trade and travel while enforcing hundreds of U.S. laws and 
regulations, including immigration and drug laws.   

US Coast Guard Station St. Ignace is a small boat station that serves the 
Straits of Mackinac including Mackinac Island, Mackinac Bridge, and the 
Northern portions of Lakes Michigan and Huron.  Station St. Ignace's missions 
are Search & Rescue (SAR), Aids to Navigation, Homeland Security, Law 
Enforcement, and promotion of safe boating practices. Crews from the Station 
assist boaters in approximately 50-100 cases every year, the AtoN department 

maintains 361 major, minor and private aids to navigation, and Law Enforcement crews conduct 
approximately 200 boardings each year. 

The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality is a State regulatory 
agency that oversees the water quality of lakes, rivers and streams, air quality, 
waste management and environmental land quality of Michigan.    

 Eastern U.P. Regional Planning & Development Commission is one of 14 
Regional Agencies in the State of Michigan; established in 1968 as a multi-
county organization to pool resources for the assistance of local 
governments in the Eastern Upper Peninsula. The agency assists EUP cities, 
townships and counties in the areas of grant writing, community surveys, 
land use planning, recreation planning, economic and community 

development, transportation, and GIS mapping. 

The Sault Ste. Marie Salvation Army provides emergency disaster assistance as well as 
training and educational programs in emergency preparedness.  Local volunteers helped serve 
food and drink to fire fighters in the Sleeper Lake and Duck Lake fires in neighboring Luce 
County in recent years. 

Local Units of Government Profiles 

City of St. Ignace – 
http://www.cityofstignace.com/ 

The City of St. Ignace is located on the East Moran Bay 
shoreline. It is a connecting node between the Lower 
and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan just north of the 
Mackinac Bridge.  Its history dates back more than 300 
years and is rich with Native American, Europeans, 
French, and American history. It is the third oldest 
continuously inhabited city in the U.S. and has thrived 
because of its rich soil and waterways.  
The City maintains a Police Department which employs 5 
certified officers who provide law enforcement services 
for the City of St. Ignace, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.   
The City also maintains a Fire Department, with 27 
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2010 Population:  2,452 

certified personnel, which services a 236 square mile are 
including the City, Moran Township and St. Ignace 
Township.   
The Department of Public Works is responsible for the 
maintaining of the street system within the City of St. 
Ignace including snow plowing, street repair and 
installation, utility repairs and installation, along with 
any other work pertaining to the City.  The City has a 
Water and Sewer Department who operates and 
maintains the City’s Water Treatment Plant and 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. This department also 
maintain the Water Distribution and Wastewater 
Collection lines, with the assistance of the Department 
of Public Works.  The distribution system covers almost 
the entire City of St. Ignace, with service provided to St. 
Ignace Township, Evergreen Shores and extends to the 
Sault Tribe Housing and Casino properties.  
The City is home to the Mackinac Straits Health System 
with a 24/7 Emergency Department, St. Ignace Area 
School, Little Bear East Ice Arena and Conference Center 
(which serves as an emergency operation center), two 
museums, a State campground and National Memorial, 
as well as, many other tourist oriented businesses.   
St. Ignace hosts many large festivals, sports events and 
shows throughout the year. 

Clark Township 
http://www.clarktwp.org/ 

2010 Population:  2,056 

Clark Township occupies the southeast end of Mackinac 
County with two small communities of Hessel and 
Cedarville.  The most striking feature of the Township is 
its intricate shoreline of bays, peninsulas and the Les 
Cheneaux chain of some 25 islands.  Public services 
include a limited sewer service within the community of 
Cedarville, with private septic systems in outlying areas 
of the township.  There is no public water system, 
individual wells tapping groundwater are the most 
common system utilized, although some island residents 
get their water directly from Lake Huron.  The County 
Health Department has recommended that a public 
water supply system be developed due to 
contamination from failing septic systems.  Stormwater 
drainage has been identified as a problem in many 
areas.  The Township has a volunteer fire and 
ambulance department.  Police protection is provided 
by the County Sheriff’s Department.  Also located in the 
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township is a dolomite quarry, Les Chenueax School, 
two maritime museums, marina, and a variety of tourist 
oriented businesses.  Each community (Cedarville and 
Hessel) hold annual events thoughout the year which 
bring in a large amount of visitors to the area.  

Garfield Township 

Population:  1,146 

Garfield Township is located in the western part of  
Mackinac County along Lake Michigan and is home to 
the small communities of Engadine and Naubinway.  
Historically, the township has been popular for its 
natural resources (i.e., commercial fishing, lumbering 
and agriculture), today it is a more tourist oriented 
economy.  Out of the Township’s total area of 138 
square miles, about 25 square miles are under 
agriculture, which constitutes approximately 55% of the 
total Mackinac County agricultural land. Although 
farming as a whole has experienced some problems in 
recent years, this land is the most productive 
agricultural land in the county.  Engadine is also the 
center of Garfield Township Government and hosts the 
majority of Township services, which include a volunteer 
fire department, an ambulance corps, a newly 
remodeled Town Hall, a beautiful park, and a museum. 
Engadine is also home to a State Highway Garage and a 
Mackinac County Road Commission Garage. Both are 
bases for snow removal and road maintenance.  
Naubinway is located along US-2 and the Lake Michigan 
shoreline.  It is more tourist oriented with a public 
marina, snowmobile museum and other 
recreation/tourist oriented businesses.   Private wells 
and septic systems provide water and sewer to the 
residents.  The Hiawatha Sportsmans Club (HSC) holds 
35,000 acres in the Township and has a small private 
airstrip. Approximately 1/3 of the land is public, 1/3 
corporate (mostly HSC), and 1/3 private. 

Moran Township 
http://www.morantownship.com/ 

Moran Township is located in the middle of Mackinac 
County with about 80% of the land under public 
ownership.  While the township itself is very large in 
area, its population is quite low.  The City of St. Ignace 
has extended water and sewer to a small portion of 
Moran Township, but the majority of residents rely on 
private wells and septic systems.  Most of the 
commercial establishments are along US-2 which travels 
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2010 Population:  994 

west out of St. Ignace following the shoreline.  There are 
extensive sand beaches along the shoreline which are 
populated much of the summer with residents and 
visitors.  The township is home to public and private 
campgrounds, a recreational park with skiing and disc 
golf course and a small school house museum.   

Portage Township 

2010 Population:  981 

Located on the western end of the county, Portage 
Township is rural in character with the majority of it’s 
population located in the community of Curtis.  Curtis is 
located on a strip of land that borders both the northern 
shoreline of South Manistique Lake and the southern 
shoreline of Manistique Lake.  The township has a small 
charter school, K-7th grades.  There is local medical clinic 
and Wellness Center, both operated in conjunction with 
Helen Newberry Joy Hospital, located in Newberry.  The 
Ericson Center for the Arts is a large facility used for 
performances and festivals, as well as, educational 
programs. The township relies heavily on recreational 
and tourism activities including fishing, hunting, boating 
and camping.  There are no public infrastructure 
systems.  A small localized storm water system exists 
within the downtown district of Curtis.  There is a 
volunteer fire and ambulance corps.  Police protection is 
provided by the County Sheriff and State Police.   Forest 
land make up just over 40% of the township, wetlands 
28.8% and inland lakes 22.8%.  Roughly 35% of the 
forest land is owned by the State or timber 
corporations. 

St. Ignace Township St. Ignace Township is located just north of the City of 
St. Ignace.  The southern tip of the township, the area in 
closest proximity to the City of St. Ignace, contains 
practically all of the commercial establishments and 
about 1/3 of the residential structures.  The remaining 
development, practically all of which is residential, is 
scattered in pockets throughout the eastern portion of 
the Township.  City water and sewer lines extend into 
portions of the Township.  Approximately 75% of the 
Township is in Federal or State ownership.  Police 
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2010 Population:  939 

protection is provided by Mackinac County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Michigan State Police.  The City of 
St. Ignace provides fire and ambulance services.  The 
Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians operates the Kewadin 
Casino, located on Mackinac Trail just outside of the 
City. 

Marquette Township 

2010 Population:  603 

Located in the eastern half of Mackinac County, 
Marquette Township is very rural except the northeast 
corner which is part of the unincorporated town of 
Pickford.  Approximately 54% of the land is forested, 
10% agricultural, 33% wetlands, and there is about 14 
miles of shoreline on Lake Huron.  Residents rely on 
private wells for water.  There is a small public 
sewage/wastewater disposal system in the downtown 
district of Pickford which extends about ½ mile into the 
Township.  The majority of residents rely on private 
septic systems.  The Pickford-Marquette and Clark 
Township Volunteer Fire Department provides mutual 
aid coverage and the Pickford Ambulance/Clark 
Township Ambulance Corps provide ambulatory and 
advance life support services to the Township for a fee. 
Law enforcement is provided by the Mackinac Co. 
Sheriff and State Police. 

Brevort Township Brevort Township is located in the east-central part of 
Mackinac County, with the majority of residents located 
in the community of Moran and around the Brevort Lake 
shoreline.  Located in Moran is the Brevort Township 
Community Center, which serves as meeting space and 
community gatherings.  The Township has a local 
volunteer fire department with the Fire Hall located in 
Moran.  Residents rely on private wells for water.  A 
community sewer system is available for downtown 
Moran, Dukes Road, and around Brevort Lake.  
Wastewater treatment lagoons for the sewer system are 
located south of Brevort Lake.  The remaining residents 
rely on private septic systems regulated by the Health 
Department.  State Police and Mackinac Co. Sheriff’s 
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2010 Population:  594 
Department provide police protection.  Ambulance 
service is provided by Allied EMS Systems in St. Ignace. 

City of Mackinac Island 
www.cityofmi.org/ 

2010 Population:  492 

Mackinac Island is an island and resort area, covering 3.8 
square miles in land area. It is located in Lake Huron, at 
the eastern end of the Straits of Mackinac, between the 
state's Upper and Lower Peninsulas.  In the late 19th 
century, Mackinac Island became a popular tourist 
attraction and summer colony. Much of the island has 
undergone extensive historical preservation and 
restoration; as a result, the entire island is listed as a 
National Historic Landmark. It is well known for its 
numerous cultural events; its wide variety of 
architectural styles, including the famous Victorian 
Grand Hotel; its fudge; and its ban on almost all motor 
vehicles. More than 80 percent of the island is preserved 
as Mackinac Island State Park.  The island can be 
reached by private boat, by ferry, by small aircraft, and 
in the winter, by snowmobile over an ice road if 
conditions are right.  The DPW maintains a water and 
sewer system which services the downtown area and 
other developed areas.  In the community of 
Harrisonville the sewer system is limited and some 
older, single-family residences rely on private septic 
systems.  The City maintains a year-round police service 
with assistance from the State Police in summer months. 
Mackinac Island maintains a volunteer fire department.  
The medical center provides year-round medical 
services and is an affiliate of the Mackinac Straits Health 
System in St. Ignace.  Allied EMS provides ambulance 
services on the Island. 

Newton Township 

2010 Population:  427 

Newton Township is located on Mackinac County’s 
southwest border.  The major community is Gould City, 
which was founded along the railroad line during the 
lumbering era, just south of Highway US-2.  The 
township has a total area of 154.9 square miles, of 
which 148.6 square miles is land and 6.3 square miles 
(4.06%) is water.  There is no public water or sewer 
systems.  Police protection is provided by Mackinac 
County Sheriff’s Department and the Michigan State 
Police.  The Township maintains a volunteer fire 
department.   
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Hudson Township 

2010 Population:  181 

Hudson Township is located in the western portion of 
Mackinac County, along the Lake Michigan shoreline.  
Highway US-2 is the only major state highway.   The 
communities of Rexton and Garnet were established 
during the lumber and rail era and are located along the 
railroad corridor.  There are no public water or sewer 
systems.  Police protection is provided by Mackinac 
County Sheriff’s Department and the Michigan State 
Police.  The township has a fire protection service, and a 
mutual agreement with Garfield township for fire and 
ambulance assistance.    

Hendricks Township 

2010 Population:  153 

Hendricks Township is located in the western part of the 
County.  Most of the Township is undeveloped and rural 
in nature.  Epoufette is the only recognized community 
in the Township.  Epoufette lies along US-2 on the Lake 
Michigan shoreline.   There are no public water or sewer 
systems.  All homes and commercial developments rely 
on private well and septic systems.  The Mackinac 
County Sheriff’s Department provides police protection, 
supplemented by the Michigan State Police.  The 
Township maintains a contract with a private sector 
ambulance service.  A volunteer fire department 
provides fire protection to the Township.  The Township 
is highly dependent upon surrounding communities for 
most of its services.     

Bois Blanc Island 
www.boisblanctownship.org/ 

This large island is located in Lake Huron, just east of the 
Straits of Mackinac.  It is accessible by passenger and car 
ferry from Cheboygan, Michigan or by private plane 
from St. Ignace or Cheboygan.  The Island is 12 miles 
long, six miles wide and has six inland lakes.  Residents 
rely on individual wells for water and private septic 
systems.  The Island has a Township Hall, Fire Hall, 
airport, marina, one-room school, and museum/library, 
as well as, tourist oriented businesses such as resorts, 
restaurant/grocery/gas and drinking establishment.  
There are a few primitive campgrounds.  Law 
enforcement is provided by Mackinac County Sheriff’s 
Department who posts a deputy on the Island for nine 
months of the year.  There is an all-volunteer fire 
department that serves the Island.  Rescue 
transportation to the airport or ferry is provided by the 



MC NHMP 41 July, 2014 

2010 Population:  95 Fire Department.  There are approximately 40 miles of 
roads on the Island, all of which are gravel and 
maintained by the Mackinac County Road Commission.  
Woodlands make up 84% of the Island. 

Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians - 
http://www.saulttribe.com/ 

The Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians land lies in a large 
part of the City of Sault Ste. Marie on the south east 
side.  The Tribe also has many businesses located 
throughout a seven county area in the Eastern U.P.  The 
Sault Tribe maintains its own Police Department, 
Emergency Planning, Transportation Department, and 
Health Center with offices located in Sault Ste. Marie.  
The Tribal businesses in Mackinac County include 
Kewadin Shores Casino in St. Ignace Township and the 
Hessel Casino in Clark Township.  The Sault Tribe also 
maintains a youth detention facility in the City of St. 
Ignace.   

Critical Facilities 

When dealing with natural disasters, some development is more important than others, 
and these are considered to be “critical facilities.”  Critical facilities are buildings and 
infrastructure whose exposure or damage can affect the well being of a large group.  For 
example, the impact of a flood or tornado on a hospital is greater than on a home or most 
businesses. 

Generally, critical facilities fall into two categories: 

1. Buildings or locations vital to public safety and the disaster response and
recovery effort, such as police and fire stations and telephone exchanges, and

2. Buildings or locations that, if damaged, would create secondary disasters.
Examples of such buildings or locations are hazardous materials facilities and
nursing homes.

Critical facilities are not strictly defined by any agency.  Seven categories of critical 
facilities were used by the Mackinac County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee in the 2005 
plan: 

1. Hazardous materials sites.
2. Health facilities:  hospitals and nursing homes.
3. Emergency response facilities:  police and fire stations, public works sites, etc.
4. Utilities:  water and wastewater treatment plants, electrical substations, etc.
5. Schools.

http://www.saulttribe.com/


MC NHMP 42 July, 2014 

6. Places of assembly, such as casinos, or campgrounds or festivals that host over
1,000 people

7. Transportation – Harbors, ferries, railroad, airports, bridges and dams.
An additional category of historical/cultural facilities was incorporated into this update. 

Critical Facilities 
H

az
ar

d
 

M
at

e
ri

al
 

Si
te

s

H
ea

lt
h

 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

Em
er

ge
n

cy
 

Fa
ci

lit
ie

s 

U
ti

lit
ie

s 

Sc
h

o
o

ls
 

A
ss

e
m

b
ly

 

Tr
an

sp
o

rt
at

io
n

 

H
is

to
ri

ca
l 

C
u

lt
u

ra
l 

Bois Blanc 
Township 

2 1 1 3 

Brevort 
Township 

1 5 1 4 

Clark 
Township 

1 3 5 3 4 6 2 

Garfield 
Township 

1 2 6 7 1 1 15 1 

Hendricks 
Township 

2 8 4 

Hudson 
Township 

2 4 1 5 

City of 
Mackinac 
Island 

5 1 5 6 1 1 4 2 

Marquette 
Township 

1 5 1 8 

Moran 
Township 

1 1 10 1 3 12 2 

Newton 
Township 

1 7 4 

Portage 
Township 

2 1 3 1 

City of St. 
Ignace 

2 6 11 10 3 4 8 3 

St. Ignace 
Township 

1 6 16 

Sault Tribe 
of 
Chippewa 
Indians 

1 3 

Table 6 – Mackinac County Critical Facilities 




